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New Year’s Newsletter

January 2023

A REVIEW OF THE IMPORTANT THINGS!

Our board members for the year after our September AGM and elections:

President: Gary Millar

Vice President: Faith Yaworski (Seward)

Treasurer: Ellen Cust

Secretary: Jean Kot

Directors: Karen Caughell, Kim Seward, Carla Jackson, Pam Zimmerman

and Alicia Baikie

AHA CONVENTION

November 15th-19th, 2021

Each year, AHA Convention is put on to discuss and vote on new

resolutions, report on the year, present awards, and in general, be a hub for

discussion and networking.

Over the next few pages, one of our directors and the R17 President,

Carla Jackson expands on the meetings she sat in over the course of

convention.

AHA CONVENTION REPORT- MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA

November 9-12, 2022

AHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Nov 9/22



President Deborah Johnson welcomed the 18 Regional Directors, 6 Executive and

AHA Staff to the November 9 th in person meeting.

Debbie Fuentes – Registration – through October, 15,100 members (compared with

15,200 last year). AHR is up 15 horses for purebreds; Half-Arabians have seen an

upward trend with (532 in 2021) and now at 624 for this year. Memberships with

competition cards 15,100. Of this number 9200 have competition cards.

Delegates – last year 338, this year 336.

Data Source suffered through the ransomware attacks so we extended subscriptions

to annual subscribers by 3 months and 1 extra month to monthly subscribers.

WAHO had 26 countries in attendance.

Lisa Blackstone – Membership Initiative Task Force – BOD Motion #15 - Through

the amendment offered by Peter Conway, the BOD voted to raise the Competition

Card cost will increase to $40.00 for Club Members and $80.00 for non-Club

Members. Youth competition cards will increase to $30.00.

Competition Advisory Committee – Jim Hitt – Motion to approve 2023 AHA

Handbook. Approved.

The committee received many positive comments on the new qualifications system.

Marlene Kriegbaum stated it was the easiest year for confirming qualifications.

Biggest discussion was regarding allowing smaller Regional championships (125 or

less horses) to run as an AVS show. A Compliance Officer is mandatory. EMT’s and

farriers would be optional. If the show exceeds 125 for 2 years, the show would have

to have national federation approval. Motion made to allow this.

There were some questions raised regarding level of judges used and drug testing,

among others. Motion made to defer vote to the December 2022, BOD meeting.

Motion to defer passes with regions 1, 10 and 18 against.

Canadian National Show Commission – Gerald McDonald – We did not have a 2022

show because of a lack of entries. There were 32 classes with one horse entries.

Sport Horse Nationals Show Commission – Jim Porcher – 534 horses are slightly

down from 2021. We did make a few changes with all well received. This was our

second year at WEC in Ohio. A very successful show overall thanks to AHA staff and

our commission. Big thank you to Marketing for the coverage. Supreme Sport Horse

in-hand champion was shown by a 12-year-old girl. The survey said 94.77% of

participants want to stay at WEC, Ohio. The Commission was tasked with finding a

west coast location. Considered were the Colorado Horse Park and Rancho Murieta.

CHP has been recently sold and the new owners have turned the facility into an

exclusive hunter/jumper show facility. Rancho Murieta - September the heat is

oppressive. Lindsey Phipps did a full cost analysis of Rancho Murieta and WEC,

Ohio, including flights, hotel fees, rental cars, etc. The Home Away from Home

facility at WEC allows for huge cost savings for volunteers and staff. There is an on

site hotel at Rancho Murieta but it is $189.00 per night. The next closest hotel is 30

minutes away. Horses shown in Idaho are around 380 with horses shown at WEC

were over 600 in 2021 and 534 in 2022. The east/west rotation, on average sees the

west coast show down by approximately $100,000.00 and 100 horses. Rancho

Murieta does not currently have our September dates available. The Commission is

making a motion to stay at WEC for another three years, starting in 2024. The WEC

facility wants us to stay there and is promising more buildings and continuing



improvements. Brad Short states the net profit income is as much as $150,000.00

advantage on the east coast. Roll call vote: In favor: 13 Not in favor: 10. Motion

approved.

US Nationals Show Commission – Lance Walters – Only 8 days since the show

finished. Thank you to the AHA Staff. 1764 entered; 1602 showed. 4197 entries for an

average of 2.37 per horse. Projected profit. Expanded trail classes by one day, which

helped with the stress of halter handlers to be ready. Added a third ringmaster this

year. Green shavings were donated for the Pavilion and Ford truck arena for the

entire show. Two requests for 2023: We need more tractor drivers (they worked

18-20 hours per day). We need technology (laptops) as the old ones do not

communicate well (7-9k).

Youth/Mid Summer Nationals Commission – Mark Himmel – Schedule changes for

2023. The Youth have asked to have a liaison with the Commission.

National Shows Directorate – Jim Hitt – this committee replaces NEOPS. Going

through recommendations for all national shows. Lindsey Phipps is doing a

wonderful job, replacing Kelsey Berglund.

Purebred Arabian Trust and WAHO Update – Bruce Johnson – preparing for the

December trial. The summary response was denied (filed by AHA). All info on the

PAT website. WAHO – Bob Fauls and Howard Pike attended this year’s conference.

They serve on the Board. Next general meeting will be February/March in 2025 in

Abu Dhabi.

Registration Commission – Debbie Fuentes - Breeders conference may take place

again now the pandemic has settled down. Most likely at Conway’s new farm in

Florida.

Sweepstakes Commission – Duane Esser for Chris Culbreth – nominations up to

1,824, which is 178 over 2021. Brad Short reports the financials are way up for the

Sweepstakes investments. The discounted last chance buy-in had a very good

response.

Friday November 10-11, 2022

Detail on a few of the committee meetings attended.

EQUINE STRESS COMMITTEE

Research projects on DSLD-Degenerative Suspensory Ligament Disease.

Resolutions assigned:

8-22 Equine Athletes founder Dr Brad Hill spoke to the usage of screws adding lead

to shoeing packages. He also did a presentation on the usage of tongue ties when

exhibiting in the saddle seat division and driving

classes. The tongue tie is currently used in the training and Arabian warm up ring

but not allowed in the show pen. Dr Hill spoke to the benefits of maintaining the

correct placement of the horses’ tongue during the show ring experience when the

excitement and anxiety could be heightened. Dorsal displacement of the soft palate

causes horses airways to be restricted and sometimes for a tongue to get over the bit.

Resolution 7-22 The use of lead weight in the shoes-max 5 oz., screwed into a leather

and plastic pad. This is an option to a shoe with a built-in bar. The use of the lead



allows the flexibility to place the weight in different areas. You may have a shoe with

a bar on one foot and a weight on the other. You may not have a bar and lead on the

same foot.

EQUITATION COMMITTEE

Quick discussions had on resolutions assigned.

Resolution 8-22 Tongue Ties YES

Resolution 10-22 Cross Rails 10 &amp; under YES

Resolution 11-22 Dressage Seat Eq- Nationals Scoring/Placing YES

Resolution 14-22 Horse substitution in Eq Classes YES

Resolution 15-22 Horsemanship, Lead changes-discussed level 1 and 2 should stay

the simple change. Sheri Odom amended to read Simple of Flying lead change

allowed only for AHA Level 3 patterns. YES

Breakout groups

Saddle Seat Eq- UPHA going great

Showmanship – scorecard is well received and majority are showing Stock type

Hunter Seat Eq – discussion on main ring and open judges

Reining Seat Eq – everyone is happy

Dressage Seat Eq – classes have been huge and an age split added

BREEDERS SWEEPSTAKES COMMITTEE

The Sweepstakes Fund is financially stable. Breeding entries are good. Committee is

pleased with Jackpot classes offered. Paybacks to continue at Regional and National

levels with kick backs to breeders on those that were nominated mares and stallions.

CANADIAN NATIONAL SHOW COMMISSION

Gerald MacDonald reported the Canadian National show was canceled in 2022 due

to lack of entries. There were over 30 classes with one horse entered. The financial

impact on AHA would have been substantial. A task force has been working since

September on trying to establish the direction of the Canadian National Horse Show.

CAHR had a successful show in 2022 and have announced their continuance of a

show August

13-19, 2023 in Red Deer, Alberta. These dates would be in direct conflict with

Brandon dates if AHA were to hold a show. AHA has been trying to work with CAHR

on their event. AHA is closer to making an

announcement to their plans.

EDUCATION AND EVALUATION COMMITTEE

Judges School and Seminar December 1-2, 2022. There is starting to become a

shortage of National Regional level judges, 63% are over the age of 60. AHA is

encouraging those interested to attend the school to see if you have a future in

judging.

VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARDS WERE PRESENTED AT THE FRIDAY EVENING

BANQUET. THIS YEAR’S REGION 17

RECIPIENTS WERE ROB CALNAN AND DARLENE BROUWER.

CONGRATULATIONS TO BOTH OF THESE HARD-WORKING PEOPLE.

GENERAL SESSIONS Information November 11- 12, 2022



Recognition by MC, Craig Christiansen of Veterans Memorial Day.

CREDENTIALS REPORT Pat Crutchett

206 delegates registered out of 326 delegates.

SCORING SYSTEMS Nancy Harvey

Over 17 different types of systems, most used is the MOS Majority Opinion System

-all 3 judges carry equal weight-winner does not need to have first place vote. Best

overall scored horse. Performance Score Card used and then converted to MOS at

Regional and National level.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT Stan Morey

AHA has 31 employees and one part time. During covid, downsizing took place to try

and manage downturns. Stan is most appreciative of staff and their dedication to

helping people. Building sale was approved in March of 2022. A new AHA office

building was purchased October 28 th. AHA is moving from a 21,000 sq ft down to

6500 sq ft building.

National Competitions Youth/Mid-Summer helped grow Youth by 20%. This show is

slated to continue. Sport Horse Nationals will continue at the WAC Facility and will

remain there for the next 3 years. Endurance Trail Ride continuing in Minnesota for

2023. US Nationals was a big success in Tulsa. Halter coming back strong.

USEF Affiliate Agreement- Stan appreciates the relationship with USEF as they offer

many programs that compliment AHA i.e.: drug program policy, hearing policies.

PAT- lawsuit trial date December 5, 2022.

Stan's goals for 2023 are to get settled in the new building, to get the PAT lawsuit

behind us, continue staff training, maintain employee retention, and seek major

sponsorships for events.

Noted that long term employees Janelle 45 years of service and Jim Lawless 12 years

are retiring.

“ULTIMATE GOAL”

Create the most efficient and forward-thinking breed association.

GENERAL SESSION Break

Credential report modification 215.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolutions withdrawn 2 and 4.

Resolutions approved 3, 9 ,10-16.

The following resolutions garnered a fair amount of conversation. Please read all

amended motions in their

entirety for complete explanation.

Resolution 8-22 discussion:

A request to be able to use tongue ties in the horse show arena when exhibiting with

double bridles or driving. Tongue ties are a therapeutic tool for horses with dorsal

displacement of the soft palate- allowed in

the Arabian warm up arena, the Morgan and Saddlebred show pen. Education is

important in the proper application.

Resolved - “A single inconspicuous tongue tie, made of soft material, is permitted in



the show ring for any horse 57 competing in Park, English Pleasure, Country English

Pleasure, Mounted Native Costume, English

Show Hack, 58 Formal Driving, Pleasure Driving, Country Pleasure Driving and

Saddle Seat Equitation and for use by any 59 horse in a full bridle competing in

Ladies Side Saddle in English Show Hack attire (see AR156.1a) or in English 60 attire

(see AR132.1a), Walk-Trot/Walk-Jog 10 &amp; Under in English attire (see

AR132.1a) and

ATR/JTR/AATR 61 Walk-Trot/Walk-Jog 11 and Over in English attire (see

AR132.1a).”

Motion approved

Resolution 5-22 discussion:

Educating and providing our current “R” judges with a “specialty card” to adjudicate

sport horse in hand, under saddle, and show hack. The smaller horse shows are

struggling to hire a second judge and are looking for a more economical option.

Resolved: b. Sport Horse classes in the Arabian, Half-Arabian and Anglo/Arabian

Division must be judged by:

1. Federation licensed Dressage or DSHB or Hunter or Hunter Breeding or Jumper,

or

2. Equestrian Canada

licensed Senior Dressage or Hunter or Jumper Judge with guest card, or 3. USEF or

EC licensed Arabian Judge

with an AHA Sport Horse Specialty Card. USEF/EC licensed Arabian Judges with an

AHA Sport Horse Specialty Card will be licensed to judge Sport Horse classes at the

licensed regular or local competitions.…and, Be It Further Resolved: Resolved, That

AHA OFFC 104.1.b. be amended by inserting as follows: 1) The Education and

Evaluation Commission together with the AHA Sport Horse Committee will

determine the parameters of experience required for Sport Horse Specialty Card

applicants, the content and delivery of educational

sessions, all aspects of the approval process, and the ongoing evaluation of officiating

experience. The Commissioner will have authority to approve or disapprove a

candidate.

Motion Approved

Resolution 6-22 discussion:

Tails appearing altered are to be placed at the bottom of the class or not at all. 10

point penalties are incurred for individual performance classes. Please see the

resolution for a complete explanation.

Motion Approved.

Resolution 7-22 discussion:

The use of lead weight in the shoes-max 5 oz., screwed into a leather and plastic pad.

This is an option to a shoe with a built-in bar. The use of the lead allows the

flexibility to place the weight in different areas. You may have a shoe with a bar on

one foot and a weight on the other. You may not have a bar and lead on the same

foot.

Horses under two must be barefoot. Horses two years of age may be shown with a



shoe in accordance with AR106.1 However, the use of a bar shoe, or pad(s) of any

type or configuration between hoof and shoe is

strictly prohibited. c. Horses three years old, may not have any type of bar shoe or

lead.

Resolved, That USEF AR106.1. b Shoeing Regulations, Artificial Markings and

Appliances be amended by adding a new point .4 that reads: 1. Any machine made

shoe (keg), or handmade shoe made of magnetic steel, mild steel, aluminum, rubber

or other non-metallic shoe is allowed. Shoes made of tungsten carbide are

prohibited. a. No part of the shoe may exceed the dimensions of 3/8 inch thick by 1

1/8 inches wide (nail heads and/or toe clips are not considered when measuring the

shoe). Aluminum, rubber or other non-metallic shoes are exempt from the

dimension requirements.

RESOLUTION 7 – 22 2 b. In the case of a bar shoe, there may be only one bar, which

must be either a straight bar, or an egg bar.

1. A straight bar can be located anywhere within the circumference of the shoe

2. The egg bar is defined as an uninterrupted, oval shaped shoe.

3. A bar is part of the shoe and must not exceed the dimensions of 3/8” thick by 1

1/8” wide at any point on the shoe, nor may the bar extend below the ground

surface of the shoe.

c. If a shoe band is used, it may be attached to either the shoe, or the pad if present.

4. There may be one continuous piece of lead attached to the pad. The lead must be

attached to the pad anywhere inside the circumference of the shoe and must not

exceed the thickness of the shoe. The lead

may must be attached by either nails or screws. The lead must not exceed five (5)

ounces in weight. No bar is permitted on the same foot if lead is used. and, Be It

Further… Please see entire resolution for

complete detail.

Motion Approved

MARKETING AND SOCIAL MEDIA Katie Feighner

Promoting the Arabian through 6 different social media handles. Please see photo

attached for links.

MDP REPORT-Hillary Hoffman

Keystone Event to take place in Ocala Florida during -six major classes with funds

donated to 3 charities.

Audience from huge Christmas festivals taking place.

LOCAL LEVEL REPORT -Josh Schildroth

Discovery Farms 245 Farms

Meet An Arabian throughout May of 2022- 35 farms signed up with over 100,000 in

attendance. Plans to promote the Arabian for 2023 are moving forward-stay posted.

Lucky Listener implemented in many regions, television commercials, Kiss an

Arabian, Taking the reins on the

Kelly Clarkson show as well as many others. Feel free to contact

locallevel@arabianhorse.com if you would like to stay in touch or get involved.



UPCOMING CONVENTIONS

Virtual in 2023

There was a lot of discussion and hopes that this convention could be in person. The

cost of hosting convention is significant and the ability to include more delegates via

zoom is beneficial when it comes to voting. 2022 Convention goers stated loudly that

hallway conversation and face to face meetings are important. There were comments

made from several people that they would come to convention thinking one way

about a resolution and then change their mind after a hallway discussion. They

would not have this opportunity if they were in a virtual situation. It was decided that

convention 2023 would have to remain virtual.

Convention 2024 Reno, NV - In Person

THE ARABIAN HORSE FOUNDATION Nancy Harvey

This foundation funds research projects and scholarships. Relies on donations.

Scholarships submission http://thearabianhorsefoundation.org

Region 17 donated $200.00 Nov 12/2022 $11,850.00 US-donated at 2022

convention

AHYA Grace Smith President

The AHYA group introduced the “Are You Okay” program. She is excited and

enthusiastic about her role.

SHOW COMMISSIONER Mary Jane Brown

Mary Jane stated the position has been a huge learning curve for her.

Along with EEC, Mary Jane and the steering committee developed a document for

Judges and Stewards. Officials will read and sign, acknowledging that they

understood and would abide by certain directives regarding electronic

communications.

She is looking forward to transitioning into the new office building and is happy to

have Mary Smith as her assistant.

Mary Jane is encouraging interested people to attend Judges & Exhibitors School

and Seminar December Scottsdale, AZ. A need for judges and stewards.

CLOSING REMARKS

AHA President Johnson commended the AHA staff, thanked the executive and board

of directors. She was grateful for all those who could  attend the in person convention

and felt that the face to face meetings gave people an opportunity to reconnect. This

year has had its challenges but President Johnson is looking forward to her

upcoming term as your representative.

Carla Jackson

R17 Director

...



HIGHPOINT AWARD SHOWCASE

During our meeting on January 9th, we had the pleasure of presenting some of our members with

high point awards. Congratulations to all of our winners and their equine partners! Enjoy photos

and a little bit about everyone who was awarded:

English Pleasure- Khennedy Leubner and GSF Grand Slam

Western Pleasure- Seth Dixon-Dyrvik and PA Canadian Sunrise

Hunter Pleasure- Janessa Borrelli and KHS Xxpressive

Sport Horse- Kristen Ritchie and Ailanda

Youth- Janessa Borrelli

Amatuer- Kristen Ritchie

Paul Guthrie High Point Western Junior Rider - Seth Dixon-Dyrvik

Austin Whelihan High Point English Junior Rider- Ava Pederson

____________________________________________

Ava Pederson & Noble Treat “Scarlet”

Ava and Scarlet have been riding together since Scarlet was seven and Ava was six. They have been a

team for 8 years now. They started out as hunter walk/trot, then moved on to country pleasure

walk/trot. They have won Scottsdale championships and Canadian National Championships in country

pleasure. This year they will be competing at Scottsdale in the Half Arabian Hunter Pleasure classes.

You can tell they have a special bond and that Ava is her person!



Seth Dixon Dyrvik & PA Canadian Sunrise “George”

Seth and George have been together since Seth was in Grade one, and it was love at first sight. Seth has

been riding since before he could hold his head up. He is beyond happy, proud, and appreciative about

winning any awards, ribbons, and prizes with his four-legged horse friend, but to quote Seth “That isn’t

why I do this”. Seth rides and shows for the love of his horse and then also the love of the sport. Seth

loves “George’s quirky attitude”.

Janessa Borrelli & KHS Xxpressive “X”

“I have been riding for 12 years and have been with “X” since he was born in 2014. I was in a

program that allowed me to have the pleasure of training him from his first steps, to his first

steps with me on his back. We compete in hunter pleasure together and love every minute of

being at a show. His name “KHS Xxpressive” exemplifies his expressive presence in the ring. X

has such a unique, goofy personality that always makes people smile. X’s favorite treat is any type

of sour candy and he loves to be the center of attention. X and myself are very excited for the

upcoming 2023 show season and wish everyone a happy new year!



Khennedy Leubner & GSF Grand Slam “Louie”

Meet Khennedy and Louie. Showing together for about four years, this pair started their journey

in the English Pleasure division briefly before moving into Country English Pleasure. While

Louie proves to be successful in this division, he much prefers the more relaxed environment of

the Sidesaddle and Show Hack divisions where the team has earned multiple Regional and

National Championships. This horse always gives 110% effort unless there is a suspicious bush in

the distance or if he realizes he is being followed by a mysterious shadow. With each ride, Louie

continues to teach Khennedy trust, patience, and communication. The duo looks forward to

competing and supporting their fellow competitors in 2023!

Kristen Ritchie & Ailanda “Landa”

Ailanda is a 10 year old Dutch Warmblood/Arabian mare. She has been a force in the Sport

Horse Under Saddle ring from the beginning by claiming her Legion of Masters ++++// as a

junior horse. She has 39 Canadian and Sport Horse National titles including 7 Championships

and 8 Reserve Championships along with countless regional and class A wins. Her favorite class

is sport horse under saddle- you get the feeling when you trot into the ring that you are along for

the ride and that this is Landa’s class. Recently Landa has migrated to being more of my mom’s

mount and they enjoy taking dressage lessons and trail riding in all weather!



AURORA HIGH POINT HISTORY

The Aurora High Point program was established in 2000 to recognize the Aurora

members' show ring accomplishments. To be eligible for an award, you have to be an

Aurora member and have to show at the Aurora show as one of the qualifying shows to

earn points.

The Paul Guthrie High Point Jr Western Rider award was named in honor of Paul

Guthrie. Paul was one of the founding members of the Aurora Arabian Horse Association

and served as the Vice President in 1967. Paul was in the oilfield business and owned

Guthrie -McLaren Drilling. In 1958 he established Triple A Ranches on the west side of

Edmonton. In 1972 he imported the stallion *Baharr from Poland. Paul believed very

much in “using horses”. *Baharr was the 1979 Canadian Reserve National Champion

Stock Horse. He bred many National winners in Western Pleasure, Stock Horse and

Working Cow Horse. Paul was also a huge supporter of the Youth. Paul passed away in

1993. It was fitting to create the Paul Guthrie High Point Jr Western Rider in his name.

The Austin Whelihan High Point Jr English Rider was named in honor of Austin

Whelihan. Austin was a long time Aurora member and served on the Canadian National

Show Committee. Austin was a civil engineer who was a friend of Bob Lindsey of Lindsey

Arabians. Bob introduced Austin to Dr Howard Kale of Kale Arabian Farms in

Washington. In 1968 Austin purchased his first Arabian horse – the mare – Mitzi McCoy.

He started a breeding program producing English pleasure horses. His stallion was

Drifting Mist and he bred many National winners. He also taught English Equitation

lessons for many years and excelled at it. Several of his students have won National

awards. It was fitting to have the High Point Jr English Rider award named in honor of

Austin. Austin passed away in 2019.

AFFILIATING WITH AURORA WHEN RENEWING YOUR AHA

MEMBERSHIP

When renewing or joining The Arabian Horse Association membership, there is an option

to affiliate with a club. We outline the importance of affiliating with your local club for the

additional small fee rather than just getting your AHA membership without affiliation.

Most would be happy to bypass another extra fee these days with groceries being



astronomical, interest rates skyrocketing, and overall, the cost of living rising everyday.

BUT why should you pay just one more fee when it comes to affiliating with your local

club? There are reasons that benefit you that you may not even be aware of. One big

reason that most people do not realize is that the membership numbers for each club

affect the number of club delegates we can send to meetings like the Region 17 AGM

Meetings or AHA Convention where resolutions are voted on.  Club delegates are board

members that are voted on within the club to send to these meetings to vote on decisions

on behalf of the rest of the board AND our members. (Which is also a reason it is

imperative to be involved at the club level at meetings to know what decisions are being

voted on, and so that your voice is heard by our delegates and board members)

Specific to Aurora, it benefits you to affiliate with our club so that you can be involved in

things like our High Point Program, our Aurora Volunteer Program (which you can find

more information about on our website), contests and prize giveaways, and exclusive

pricing when it comes to clinics or events put on by Aurora!

If at any time, you or someone you know has questions about how to complete their

affiliation while renewing their AHA membership, we are more than happy to help.

Brenda Englar is our membership chair, and any other board member can help navigate

you through the process.

Contact Us:

Newsletter Producer: Faith Seward (faith.yegfs@gmail.com)

Join us on Facebook

Email: auroraarabian@gmail.com

Visit our website: auroraarabian.com
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