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BEFORE YOU SHOW… ASK THE JUDGE 

Question 1:  What style of horse are you looking for in the ranch rail pleasure? Are you  
                        looking for more ranch style on a loose rein and speed or are you looking for  

                        more pleasure style with slow and contact? 

Judge’s Response: 

                  

My best answer is right out of the EC Rule book. 

Page: 131 

2. The purpose of the ranch riding class is to measure the ability of the horse to be a 
pleasure to ride while being used as a means of conveyance from performing one ranch 
task to another. (aka would you like to ride this horse for eight hours checking on cattle) 

3. The horse should reflect the versatility, attitude and movement of a working ranch horse 
riding outside the confines of an arena. The horse should be well trained, relaxed, quiet, 
soft and cadenced at all gaits. 

 

Please take the time to read 4-8 in your EC rule book. Having worked on a cattle 
ranch/horse ranch, the description is 100% accurate.   

Compared to western pleasure classes, ranch horses are more free flowing, relaxed and 
ground covering. 
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Question 2: With the gazebo in the middle of the reining pattern, how would you like 
                      the reining pattern? Left circles, lead changes and spins – would you like 
                    these done on each side if the gazebo or just on one side of the gazebo? 

Judge’s Response: 

 

One set of circles on one side, the second set on the opposite side. 
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Question 3: Do you judge more on what the horses are doing right or what they are doing 
wrong? 

Judge’s Response: 

I judge from the top down, meaning that I look for the horse or horses that are performing 
the closest to the class specs and demonstrate quality of gait and a pleasant and willing 
attitude. I always want the best horse to win and sometimes that horse makes too many 
major mistakes and drops down or oƯ my card. Sometimes my best horse has a minor 
mistake but earned `bonus ‘points on quality and correctness and still wins. I judge any 
faults based on the degree of the fault. For example, a horse that is performing beautifully 
but picks up an incorrect lead for one stride, corrects and then continues will be 
compared to the other horses in the class that had no (observed) faults and slightly less 
performance. Did this horse have a higher level of performance? Did the fault drop this 
horse in my placing, were there other horses in the class with no faults that were very 
close in quality and performance. Then it is a judgement call. 

I apply faults based on circumstances and degree of the fault. Not walking or jigging is 
failure to perform the correct gait. Major faults are horse throwing their heads (resistance) 
kicking out at another horse (bad), diving into the center to lineup (horse’s idea, not the 
rider, major fault), shying from the pigeons (darn pigeons), not a major depending on how 
quickly the horse recovers. 

The average class lasts eight minutes including the lineup, 8 horses in the class, four 
minutes each direction, each horse gets 30 seconds with three to nine gaits to prove that 
they should win.  


