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BEFORE YOU SHOW… ASK THE JUDGE 

Question 1: Because I’m going from a western working class to a sport horse class 
back-to-back and vice versa the next day do I need to have my mane and tail braided 

and then remove braids for western class? If so, how much time do I get between 
classes for tack/outfit change between classes? 

 

Judge’s Response: 

                 Please keep in mind that the performance of the horse and rider is the core of 
what’s to be judged. However, proper tack, attire and turn-out are important. 

1. Always check the rules under which the competition is being run - Breed 
Association? EC? AEF? Etc.. There may be diƯerences. 

2. If there’s a Steward at the show, you can ask that person. 
3. You may not be the only one having to make quick changes. In some cases, you can 

request a ‘hold’ on the class as you get changed. 
4. Have your tack and attire convenient if it’s that much of a rush 
5. Have a helper/ groom available. 

To answer your specific question about braided manes. In the EC Dressage Rulebook, it 
states, ‘manes MAY be braided’. Sport Horse states ‘braiding is optional’. 
 
Always check the appropriate rules. 
Always keep in mind that you want the judge to be able to truly view the horse’s 
performance without being distracted by other factors, including tack, attire, and turnout. 
Also - I very seldom see braided tails - sometimes in dressage, Sport Horse, hunter, 
jumper.  
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Question 2: Do you start judging while the horses are entering the ring or after the gate 
closes and the announcer says you are now being judged? 

Judge’s Response: 

OƯicially, “judging must not commence until the gate is closed.” UnoƯicially, it is 
human nature for a judge to observe from the moment a horse appears. Albeit to say 
first impressions are important. 
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Question 3: If you have 2 top horses in a class what would make you choose 1 over the 
other? 

Judge’s Response: 

Top horses performing well are not being defined by finding fault or errors. Prioritizing 
the qualities of that specific division is key. The decision would be based on the whole 
picture and the performance that day. 
 
The top two horses should be separated on their refinement and consistency of 
performance within the class description. The individual that best fulfills the class 
standard according to the discipline. Consistency, correctness and manners should rise 
to the top position. 


