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BEFORE YOU SHOW… ASK THE JUDGE 

Question 1: Does restless behaviour while standing for examination aƯect the outcome of 
the final placing in Sport Horse Halter? 

 

Judge’s Response: 

Short answer – Yes! 
 
When you look at the score sheet for Sport Horse In-Hand, you will note areas: Expression 
+ Manners (max points 10) (see attached on page 2) 
 
It may be diƯicult for the judge to fairly assess conformation and/or gaits if the horse is 
extremely tense and ‘flighty’. So, the scores may reflect the behaviour not only in the 
handling but also on the gaits if they are not clear due to fussiness. 
Most judges do take the behaviour exhibited into account, especially with young horses. 
However, to be fair to all competitors and also to adhere to the rules, the behaviour will be 
noted in appropriate areas of the score sheet. 
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Question 2: Does precision or presentation matter more to you in a Showmanship class? 

Judge’s Response: 
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Question 3: What makes a horse stand out in a Hunter class? 

Judge’s Response: 

In the eye of the judge the hunter horse should appear to be a pleasure to ride. 
The stand out is the horse who performs the required gaits in a relaxed and willing 
manner. The stride should be ground covering and exhibit eƯiciency of movement. 
Cadence, balance and eƯortless eƯort should be rewarded. Softness in the bridle, 
consistency, expression and manners are all play a part of making the picture ideal. 
Individuals that stand out, maneuver traƯic and guide easily throughout the entire 
class. 


